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EDITORIAL 


1 sometimes secs that Florida ae more than ite share of architectural 

folly. Contributing to that feeling, of course, e the recent surge in mid- 
state tourist attractions which range from small Eiffel Towers toeven 
Smaller pagodas There is no doubt that the theme park developers have 
kiven Floridians more han heir fair share of pseudos, neos and hybrid. 
Architecturally speaking. 

‘There ae, however, a handful of genuinely interesting architeetural 
“oddities” that have survived the ravages of development, In most eases, 
‘they were built as one man’s folly, I eite as examples Plant's Tampa Bay 
Hotel, Deerings Viscaya and Merrick’ coral bouse in Miami's Gables. In 
each caxe, they epitomize some ort of dream, usually of a distant land 
sizzling in the glare ofthe Eastern sun, There was larly no desire on the 
part of early land magnatos and developers to reproduce Blenheim Palace 
ос Mount Vernon. No, these men'a heart were in sunnier climes. . im 
desert kingdans where bulbous domes and tall minarets dotted the land- 
‘cape and everywhere the setting sun was framed in а horseshoe arch or 
Threaded through a стевейагей parapet. 

"Nowhere in Florida are “tho dreams of the past” more obvious than in 
Оре оса, a "lasse garden city cloaked in Arabian garb.” Inspired by the 
writings of Ebenezer Howard, developer Glenn Curtiss envisioned a self- 
“staining community that would thrive on local industry, mast notably 

sa Aviation. Designed y architect Bernhardt Muller, Curtiss” legacy 
tothe state survives with most ofits original buildings intact. Most notable 
among them is the City Hall where stewed crescent moons and stare 
abound, testimony to one man's obsession with balmier times, 

suppose we've come ‘round, as they вау... от full circle, in the sense 
four architectural heritage. Horseshoe arches have gone the way of Ay- 
ing battresses, only to be replaced with symmetry, order and dare I say it, 
classicism. But, on the same note, mast of the dreams of wealth and new 
found land for development are gone, to. The dreamers are no more, 

Were more ordered now, more symmetrieal, more realistic. 

"Except, of course, fn Donald Trump. Doesn't Þe live in Mar-A-Lago? 

Maybe the dream lives on. DG 
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